
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

 

Dear all, 

the next ENVI meetings will take place on 
14 and 15 June.  

On 14 June, we will start with an exchange 
of views with the Director-General of DG 
Trade, Sabine Weyand, to discuss with 
Members the ENVI-related aspects of the 
Commission Communication on “Trade 
Policy Review - an Open, Sustainable and 

Assertive Trade Policy”. It is absolutely essential that the new EU trade policy is 
fully in line with the European Green Deal objectives and that it concretely 
contributes to them. Combatting climate change and environmental 
degradation as well as protecting biodiversity should be part of the focus of the 
new EU trade policy. If we want to achieve the green transition to a climate 
neutral, environmentally friendly and resilient economy, we need a stronger 
multilateral framework, where the EU leads by example, also in trade 
agreements.  

We will continue the work on combatting climate change and air pollution with 
the consideration of the draft report on the EU strategy to reduce methane 
emissions. Methane is the second biggest contributor to climate change, after 
carbon dioxide (CO2), accounting in Europe for 10% of total greenhouse gas 
emissions. It contributes to ozone formation in the lower atmosphere, which is 
a potent local air pollutant that causes serious health problems. Building-up on 
the public hearing held by ENVI, in association with ITRE and AGRI, on 27 May, 
the draft report looks into the actions needed to improve the measuring, 
reporting and verification of methane emissions and aims at their overall 
reduction, also in specific sectors such as the energy and agriculture sectors, in 
order to contribute to both slowing down climate change and improving air 
quality and health. 

In the afternoon, the Commission will present to Members the new Strategy on 
Adaptation to Climate Change, outlining a long-term vision for the EU to 
become a climate-resilient society, fully adapted to the unavoidable impacts of 
climate change by 2050. Members will have the opportunity to exchange with 
the Commission and evaluate if the strategy proposed lives up to the 
Parliament’s recommendations underlined in its resolution on the forthcoming 
strategy on adaptation to climate change adopted in December 2020. 

On 15 June , we will also hold an exchange of views with  the Director-General 
of DG GROW, Kerstin Jorna, on the Commission’s work on the post Euro 6/VI 
emission standards for cars, vans, lorries and buses. More needs to be done to 
"clean" the combustion engine and to ensure protection of human health in 
urban areas. The Commission is expected to adopt a legislative proposal on post 
Euro 6/VI standards in the fourth quarter of 2021. 

On 14 and 15 June, ENVI will vote on the draft report on the 8th Environment 
Action Programme to 2030. The programme is an essential tool to support the 
implementation of the European Green Deal and to ensure a green transition 
that is just and inclusive and in line the environmental objectives of the United 
Nations’ Agenda 2030 and its Sustainable Development Goals. The actions 
included in the programme will help accelerating the Union’s transition to a 
climate-neutral, resource-efficient clean and circular economy.  

On 15 June, circular economy will continue to be in the spotlight, with an 
exchange of views with the Commission on the proposal for a regulation on 
batteries and waste batteries. ENVI is working on the legislative report, in 

association with the IMCO and ITRE committees, to ensure that batteries 
placed in the EU market are sustainable and safe throughout their whole life 
cycle. 

Finally, the Joint Research Centre will present to Members the study “Future 
transitions for the bio-economy towards sustainable development and a 
climate-neutral economy. Foresight scenarios for the EU bio-economy in 2050”. 
The study outlines the results of a collaborative foresight process and explores 
possible scenarios towards a sustainable, clean, and resource-efficient bio-
economy until 2050, with a focus on climate-neutrality and sustainable 
development. 

 

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

 

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

 

Pascal Canfin - 14 June 2021 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

• General Union Environment Action Programme to 2030 - vote on 
amendments (14/06) and on draft Report (15/06) 

Considerations 

• Consideration of draft Report on “An EU strategy to reduce methane 
emissions” (14/06) 

Exchanges of views 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on the ENVI-related aspects of 
the Trade Policy Review, with the participation of the INTA Chair (14/06) 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on a new EU strategy on 
adaptation to climate change (14/06) 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on the post-Euro §/VI emission 
standards for cars, vans, lorries and buses (15/06) 

 Exchange of views with the Commission on the “Regulation concerning 
batteries and waste batteries, repealing Directive 2006/66/EC and 
amending Regulation (EU) No 2019/1020 (15/06) 

 Exchange of views on the Joint Research Centre report on "The European 
bioeconomy in 2050: four foresight scenarios" (15/06) 

 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/meetings/votes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html


 

VOTES 

General Union Environment Action Programme to 
2030  

On 14 and 15 June, the ENVI 
Committee Members will vote 
on the draft report on the 
General Union Environment 
Action Programme to 2030 
(EAP). The aim of the 8th EAP is 
to accelerate the Union’s 
transition to a climate-neutral, 
resource-efficient clean and 
circular economy, in a just and 

inclusive way and achieve the environmental objectives of the United Nations’ 
Agenda 2030 and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The draft report, 
presented in ENVI on 25 February 2021, stresses that the 8th EAP should be an 
ambitious high-level strategic tool to guide the EU’s environmental policy to 
2030, encompassing the actions and targets of the European Green Deal and 
the SDGs, while robustly monitoring progress to their achievement. 

 
Rapporteur: O'SULLIVAN (Greens/EFA) 
Shadows: EVREN (EPP), PAPADAKIS (S&D), RODRÍGUEZ RAMOS (Renew), 
BEIGNEUX (ID), ZALEWSKA (ECR), FERREIRA (THE LEFT) 
 
 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Draft Report on “An EU strategy to reduce methane 
emissions”  

The Commission has adopted 
the EU strategy to reduce 
methane emissions on 14 
October 2020. On 14 June, ENVI 
will consider its draft own 
initiative report on the strategy. 
Building inter alia on the findings 
of public hearing organised by 
ENVI on 27 May, in association 
with the ITRE and AGRI 

committees, the draft report looks into the actions needed to improve the 
measuring, reporting and verification of methane emissions and aims at their 
overall reduction, also in specific sectors such as energy, waste and agriculture, 
in order to contribute to both slowing down climate change and improving air 
quality and health. In her report, the Rapporteur emphasises, inter alia, that 
reducing methane emissions is one of the most cost effective strategies to 
rapidly reduce the rate of warming and avoid some tipping points for global 
warming and also necessary to protect the health of EU citizens. She points to 
the need for the EU, as the largest global importer of fossil fuels and a 
significant player in the agriculture sector, to take action both internally and 
globally. She further emphasises the importance and role of voluntary industry 
initiatives in shaping future regulatory initiatives.  

Rapporteur: SPYRAKI (EPP) 
Shadows: ROS SEMPERE (S&D), HOJSÍK (Renew), PAULUS (GREENS/EFA), 
LIMMER (ID), ZALEWSKA (ECR), WALLACE (THE LEFT) 
 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS 

ENVI-related aspects of the Trade Policy Review 
On 14 June, the Director-
General of DG Trade, Sabine 
Weyand, will participate in an 
exchange of views on the ENVI-
related aspects of new EU trade 
policy, set up in its the 
Communication on “Trade 
Policy Review - an Open, 
Sustainable and Assertive Trade 
Policy”. The communication 
contains a number of proposals 

which are of direct relevance to ENVI's work, from making the respect of the 
Paris Agreement an essential element of trade agreements to climate and 
environmental provisions, and from measures to limit deforestation and 
biodiversity loss to the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanisim. ENVI has 
invited the Chair of the INTA committee to participate to the exchange of views. 
Parliament is not preparing a specific report on the new EU trade policy. The 
findings of  the review are being taken onboard in the INTA committee initiative 
report on “Trade related aspects and implications of COVID-19”, which is set to 
be voted during the July plenary. 

New EU strategy on adaptation to climate change  

On 14 June 2021, the Commission will 
present in ENVI the new EU strategy on 
adaptation to climate change adopted 
on 24 Ferbuary 2021, which aims to 
make EU and international adaptation 
action smarter, swifter and more 
systemic.  
In December 2020, Parliament called 

for a comprehensive adaptation strategy on strengthening the EU's resilience 
against the adverse and irreversible impacts of climate change. Members will 
have the opportunity to exchange with the Commission on the new strategy 
outlining their main prirotites. On 24 February 2021, the Commission published 
its new strategy, which aims to make EU and international adaptation action 
smarter, swifter and more systemic. 

Post-Euro 6/VI emission standards for cars, vans, 
lorries and buses  

On 15 June, the Director-General of 
DG GROW, Kerstin Jorna, will 
exchange with ENVI Members on 
the Commission’s work with 
respect to the post Euro 6/VI 
emission standards for cars, vans, 
lorries and buses. The Commission 
impact assessment confirmed that 
more needs to be done to "clean" 

the combustion engine in order to ensure protection of human health in urban 
areas and to prevent the internal market from fragmenting due to individual 
national initiatives. The legislative proposal on post Euro 6/VI standards is 
expected in the fourth quarter of 2021. 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197889
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197535
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124692
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4344
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197680
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572/ANNA_ZALEWSKA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125064
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/204413/MARCOS_ROS+SEMPERE/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197466
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197483/SYLVIA_LIMMER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197572/ANNA_ZALEWSKA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197817/MICK_WALLACE/home


 

Batteries and waste batteries 
On 15 June, the ENVI Members will exchange views with the Commission on 
the proposal for a Regulation on batteries and waste batteries, repealing 

Directive 2006/66/EC and 
amending Regulation (EU) No 
2019/1020. The Regulation is one 
of the first legislative proposals 
foreseen in the 2020 Circular 
Economy Action Plan to be 
published as batteries are a key 
enabler in the green transition we 
are facing. It aims to ensure that 
batteries placed in the EU market 
are sustainable and safe 

throughout their entire life cycle - from production to the use and the waste 
phases. The exchange of views will be an opportunity for Members to discuss 
the specific aspects included in the proposal, in view of preparation of the 
legislative report, on which the appointed rapporteur from the ENVI committee 
is Ms Simona Bonafè (S&D). 

Rapporteur: BONAFÉ (S&D) 
Shadows: POLFJÄRD (EPP), KARLSBRO (Renew), GIEGOLD (Greens/EFA), 
LIMMER (ID), VONDRA (ECR), MODIG (THE LEFT) 
 

Joint Research Centre report on "The European 
bio-economy in 2050: four foresight scenarios" 

In the context of the 2018 EU Bio-
economy Strategy, external experts have 
elaborated on behalf of the European 
Commission’s Knowledge Centre for Bio-
economy (managed by the Joint 
Research Centre, JRC) the study “Future 
transitions for the bio-economy towards 
sustainable development and a climate-
neutral economy. Foresight scenarios for 
the EU bio-economy in 2050”. The JRC 
will present to Members the findings of 

the study, outlining the results of a collaborative foresight process and 
exploring possible scenarios towards a sustainable, clean, and resource-
efficient bio-economy until 2050, with a focus on climate-neutrality and 
sustainable development.  

 

 

 

 

Recent publications:  

 Study on the access to medicinal products 

 Study on a First appraisal of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
by Policy Department A 

 Study on the Air pollution and COVID-19  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing 
spread of zoonotic diseases   

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on mental health 

 Webinar proceedings on Mental health during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Briefing on Climate change and its impact on food and nutrition security 

 Webinar proceedings on  An EU legal framework to halt and reverse 
deforestation 

 Briefing on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds in 
transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy 

 Briefing on Impacts of climate change and air pollution on the health of 
the EU population 

 Briefing on the Farm to Fork strategy - An overview of Parliament’s 
positions 

 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and 
data reporting in the European Union 

 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

Upcoming publications: 

 Workshop proceedings on the extension of Emission Trading System ETS 
to transport emissions (to appear here) 

 Workshop proceedings on review of Land Use, Land Use Change and 
Forestry Regulation (to appear here) 

 In-depth analysis on the Relation between different zoonotic pandemics, 
including COVID 19 and the livestock sector, including fur production 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124814/SIMONA_BONAFE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197404
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197401
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96730
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197483/SYLVIA_LIMMER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537/ALEXANDR_VONDRA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197805
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662910/IPOL_STU(2021)662910_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/662902/IPOL_STU(2021)662902_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/658216/IPOL_STU(2021)658216_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/658217/IPOL_IDA(2020)658217_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658210/IPOL_BRI(2020)658210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658213/IPOL_BRI(2020)658213_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658209/IPOL_BRI(2020)658209_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658207/IPOL_BRI(2020)658207_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658186/IPOL_BRI(2020)658186_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658204/IPOL_BRI(2020)658204_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/658206/IPOL_BRI(2020)658206_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652735/IPOL_STU(2020)652735_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652754/IPOL_BRI(2020)652754_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/642388/IPOL_STU(2020)642388_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652725/IPOL_BRI(2020)652725_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-extension-of-emissio/product-details/20210511WKS03563
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-extension-of-emissio/product-details/20210511WKS03563
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-review-of-land-use-l/product-details/20210511WKS03562
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/2030-climate-target-review-of-land-use-l/product-details/20210511WKS03562


 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

 

 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 

Zero Pollution: Vast majority of 
Europe’s bathing waters meet the 
highest quality standards: 

The annual Bathing Water report 
shows that in 2020, almost 83 % of 

Europe’s bathing water sites met the European Union’s most stringent 
‘excellent’ water quality standards. The latest assessment (European bathing 
water quality in 2020), put together by the European Environment Agency 
(EEA) in cooperation with the European Commission, is based on the 2020 
monitoring of 22 276 bathing sites across Europe. These cover the EU Member 
States, Albania and Switzerland throughout 2020. More info here 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

On World Food Safety Day (7 June), EFSA launched its 
#EUChooseSafeFood communication campaign that 
will run throughout the summer of 2021. It aims to 

raise awareness about the science behind our food and tell the story of the 
scientists who work to make sure it’s safe. Its overall goal is to encourage 
citizens to think critically about their everyday food choices, a central objective 
also of the Farm to Fork Strategy. For more information look at the dedicated 
website here 

 

 

 

 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)  
ECHA’s third report on REACH and CLP 

ECHA’s third report on the operations of REACH and CLP 
illustrates the impacts that the legislation has had on 
people’s health, environment, internal market, 

competitiveness and innovation, as well as the promotion of alternatives to 
animal testing. However, it shows that much more still needs to be done to 
make the regulations work more effectively and to make progress towards the 
'one substance, one assessment’ ambition. More information here 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
The EMA and national medicines agencies 
have published a guidance document 
developed last year to support Member 
States in forecasting demand of medicines at 

the national level, in order to prevent and mitigate the risk of shortages. 
The EMA’s human medicines committee (CHMP) has also recommended 
granting an extension of indication for the COVID-19 vaccine Comirnaty to 
include use in children aged 12 to 15. 
More info here and here 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC)  
On 9 Jun 2021 the ECDC published a set of data on COVID-
19 vaccination in the EU/EEA. The data are presented in 
the Vaccine Tracker and collected through The European 

Surveillance System (TESSy). EU/EEA Member States are requested to report 
basic indicators (number of vaccine doses distributed by manufacturers, 
number of first, second and unspecified doses administered) and data by target 
groups at national level twice a week (every Tuesday and Friday). More info 
here 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 21 - 22 June 2021 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2021 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 

About the editor: European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety - Responsible administrators: Christopher Ford, Valentina Papa. Responsible assistants: Angelika Brüls, Anna Legowska. 

Legal disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is 
indicative and subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not 
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